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Area sludge battle is on
	

	  

	


Over 200 area residents attended the December 16 Citizens Against Toxic Sludge (CATS) meeting at the Rustburg Ruritan Club. The topic: Sludge. The attitude: Outrage! Most of the attendees have lived in this area their entire lives. However, several newcomers to Campbell County also were in attendance and very dismayed to find that they had moved into an area targeted for sludge applications.

Jennifer England, CATS organizer, spoke to the crowd about the need for preventing sludge from being spread. Her research into the sludge industry confirms her worst fears as a parent: Sludge is dangerous, especially for children and the elderly. Her online research lead her to contact Tom Linzey of the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund, a non-profit legal group that helps rural communities combat pollution, as well as defend their rights as citizens. 

Tom Linzey is a cum laude graduate of Widener University School of Law, Law School’s Young Alumni Award, he received the school’s public interest law award three times, is a finalist for the Ford Foundation’s Leadership for a Changing World, Co-founder and Executive Director of CELDF.

He is admitted to practice in federal and state courts, including the third, fourth, eighth and tenth circuit courts, as well as the U.S. Supreme Court. Tom co-founded the Pennsylvania Family Farm Coalition, and was awarded the 2004 Golden Triangle Legislative Award by the Pennsylvania Farmers Union. He is a co-founder of the Daniel Pennock Democracy School, a program that assists groups and communities to reframe seemingly single environmental issues into efforts focused on eliminating the ability of corporate rights to trump the rights of communities. His legal expertise has changed the face of environmental law.

Mr. Linzey has been through this battle more than a few times. To date 77 rural communities and townships in Pennsylvania have used his model ordinances to stop sludge companies from spreading sewage on farmland. The ordinances are wholly enforceable and unchallenged in the court system. He hopes to help the residents of Virginia win their battle with the sludge companies. He pointed out that the money sludge corporations spend to fight citizens who don’t want sewage spread is tax deductible for the corporation. This means the taxpayers end up paying the legal bills for the company that wants to endanger them. He also pointed out that sludge dumping in the ocean, which was the previously accepted method of disposal, was banned in 1992, because it created marine dead spots and raised toxin levels in fish. The same thing will happen in any waterway near sludge application.

After Linzey spoke several members of the audience had questions and comments. None of the Campbell County Supervisors were in attendance. The Charlotte County Supervisors, as well as some members of the Brookneal Town Council were in attendance, as the spreading of sludge will affect their localities. Residents from Nelson, Bedford, Pittsylvania and Halifax Counties attended, hoping to get information to stop the spreading of sludge in their areas.

	

	


Linzey stated that if the citizens in a locality were dissatisfied with their representation they could bring forward a referendum to change the way their county government is set-up. They can remove officers, add officers or change the way they are governed within their locality. The Campbell County Supervisors have stated previously that they are opposed to the spreading of sludge, but that there was legally nothing they could do. With the model ordinance in place there would be a legal method of stopping sludge companies from doing business in a locality. He also stated that Campbell County had 51,000 residents whose rights were being infringed on to serve the needs of the two people who own the sludge company.

When asked what the health risks were Linzey cited several, including one he personally dealt with, the death of Daniel Pennock, a 17-year-old boy from Berks County, Pennsylvania, who died in 1995 after being exposed involuntarily to land applied sewage sludge.

Linzey reviewed Daniel’s medical file that showed the massive staph infection that destroyed the lining of his lungs. The area where Daniel was infected had been sludged five weeks prior to his death (the EPA’s 503 rule states that livestock can not be allowed on sludged fields for 30 days after application.) Within 72 hours of being exposed, Daniel died, his lungs eaten away by the staph infection.

Dr. David L. Lewis, who then was a research microbiologist for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s National Exposure Research Laboratory in Athens, Ga., linked Daniel’s death to sludge after a review of soil tests and medical records.

What is in sludge that makes it so harmful? It can contain dioxins, particulate matter, heavy metals and toxic waste which are just a few of the things mixed in with the sewage. Dioxins are among the residues from sludge spreading.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently classified the most toxic dioxins as the worst known human carcinogens (cancer causing agents). Dioxins also affect the immune system, fertility, and the unborn in both people and animals. Because of this, the USA has reduced their safety levels for Dioxins repeatedly.

The EPA concluded, “Exposure to Dioxins, even at minute levels, poses cancer risks and health concerns wider than previously suspected.”

Particulates are extremely small particles that enter the lungs directly, as they are too small to be filtered out. After spreading sludge the particulates can be stirred up again by livestock, wind, plowing or reaping.

Sludged fields, which are grazed by livestock, or used to grow crops, put all of these toxins directly into human food sources.

You essentially end up breathing, drinking or eating what was once flushed down a toilet.

Linzey expressed the hope that the elected officials for the area, and the state, would listen to the concerns of the citizens and prevent sludge from being spread. But he also stressed that the residents have the right to control their government. Because of Home Rule they have the right to effect constitutional issues at a local level. “Spreading sludge is a failure of all levels of government to protect you!”

The two hour meeting wrapped up after a great deal of discussion and planning.

The next meeting of CATS is scheduled for December 29 at 7 p.m. at the Rustburg Ruritan Club.

For more information on CATS or sludge spreading call 376-1871 or visit the website www.stopsludgeva.com

